
Halifax
Grow your business 
in a place where 
people want to be.

Talent. Location. Cost. It’s not any one of these competitive business 
advantages in particular, but the combination. Together, in one place.

Halifax is the vibrant, prosperous capital of the East Coast. Companies large and small see Halifax as a connected, innovative, 
and affordable city for themselves and their employees. Halifax has prime office space in a thriving city that is strategically 
positioned for global markets and has a growing, talented workforce. Come and put down roots in our beautiful, affordable 
communities. 

Low business costs, a highly educated workforce, our ocean advantage, and thriving industry sectors means Halifax provides 
all of the right ingredients for businesses to succeed and grow.

Come to Halifax for some TLC.     
www.InvestInHalifax.com



TALENT | EDUCATED INNOVATIVE WORKFORCE
• Our seven universities and colleges, each unique, attract young people from around the globe. 

They provide a steady stream of skilled and educated graduates who go on to support numerous 
knowledge-based industries.

• In the Branham Group’s 2017 Top 25 Canadian Up and Coming IT companies, twelve percent were 
from Nova Scotia.

• MIT selected Halifax as their first Canadian jurisdiction to implement the prestigious Regional 
Entrepreneurship Acceleration Program (REAP).  

People are the heart of 
any business and Halifax 
has one of the most 
educated workforces 
in North America.

• For generations, the region has been a gateway for the movement of goods and people. We are 
the first Canadian port from Europe and the last exit point from Canada—a prime gateway to and 
from the North American marketplace.

• Halifax is two hours closer geographically by air to Europe than any other major North American 
destination and closer to New York and Boston than it is to any other major Canadian city.

• In Halifax, you can live and work in more than 200 rural, urban and suburban communities and 
swim at 33 beaches, shop at nine farmers’ markets, visit 65 art galleries, stroll through 61 parks, 
and party at one of the largest Pride Festivals in Canada.

• There are few places in the world where you can get from the boardroom to the beach in less than 
30 minutes.

Combination of urban 
amenities, rural natural 
beauty and connections 
to global markets.

LOCATION | EXCELLENT RURAL/URBAN LIFESTYLE

• KPMG’s Competitive Alternatives study ranked Halifax 8TH out of 111 North American cities for 
overall business competitiveness. We came in 6TH for lowest overall operating costs.

• Class A office space in downtown Halifax for less than $15 USD per square foot. 

• Larger industrial infrastructure proximate to downtown in the largest business park east of 
Montréal at $6 USD per square foot.

• The average sale price of a single family home in Halifax is $234,200 USD, less than half what 
you’d pay in Toronto and a third of Vancouver’s price.

Halifax is the best deal 
in Canada. We have all 
the infrastructure of 
a larger city at lower 
cost per square foot.

COST | AFFORDABILITY

• Halifax is Canada’s Ocean City, a leading hub for ocean science, technology, defence, energy, 
education, and tourism.

• Take advantage of the economies of scale in a thriving ocean sector, generating more than $4.5 
billion CAD annually. 

• Centre for Ocean Ventures and Entrepreneurship (COVE) is a collaborative facility for applied 
innovation in the ocean sector where ocean enterprises can start, grow and prosper.

• Nova Scotia is home to more than 480 ocean science PhDs and 300 ocean-related companies 
employing more than 60,000 people.

• Led by Dalhousie University, the Ocean Frontier Institute (OFI) will bring together elite 
researchers and institutes from across the globe to understand our changing oceans and respond 
to them through innovation, collaborative management and scientific discovery.

While many cities hug 
the ocean, we fully 
embrace it. The ocean is 
the reason people want 
to live, work, and visit 
Halifax.

OCEAN | OCEAN ADVANTAGE
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